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A LOT HAS CHANGED IN THE WORLD SINCE WE LAUNCHED PORTFOLIO OPTIMISER ONE YEAR AGO.

While the coronavirus was starting to dominate headlines, little did we know we were on the brink of a true black 
swan event. While markets have generally bounced back from the huge volatility we witnessed in Spring last year, 
Covid-19 has undoubtedly had a lasting impact on our lives. While we all look forward to an end to social distancing 
by summer, for many of us in the financial services industry, our working patterns may never truly go back to the 
old normal.

What the past twelve months have taught us is that, with the right tools, we can work from home with a high 
degree of efficiency. Of course, you’ll have clients who need face-to-face meetings, and we all miss the socialisation 
and mentorship that comes from interacting with colleagues, but our industry certainly did not shut down in 2020. 
Far from it. As advisers, your time was needed more than ever to help your clients navigate the challenging markets 
in the immediate term and set out clear investment goals for the future. As investment providers, our members 
were busy designing solutions to help your clients achieve those goals.

Technology has been a huge part of how we’ve all delivered our services over the past year. When faced with the 
challenges of working remotely, especially for extended periods, we need practical and easy-to-use online solutions 
to help us do our day-to-day business with minimal disruption. Video calls are now the norm, cloud-based storage 
allows us to share important documents with colleagues, and electronic signatures are increasingly accepted. 
We also believe tools like Portfolio Optimiser, which put incredible resources at your fingertips in one easy-to-use 
software, are more relevant than ever in a remote-working environment.

So how does Portfolio Optimiser help you? If you’re recommending a structured product to your clients, you’ll 
want to assess how it sits within their existing portfolio and make sure the overall risk and return remain within 
acceptable levels for your client (like you would with any investment product). But this work can be time consuming, 
not to mention challenging if you don’t have the right tools to run the analysis required. Portfolio Optimiser was 
designed to do all the hard work so you don’t have to – it generates analysis in just four simple steps, automatically 
saving down a complete audit trail for your records.

In fact, we think Portfolio Optimiser has been more useful over the past year than it would have been pre-Covid. 
In challenging markets, when investors might have been nervous about the performance of their investments, 
Portfolio Optimiser has allowed advisers to easily generate and save reports, showing the expected impact of a 
structured product on the risk and return of a portfolio in an instant.

As markets have calmed down, advisers are still finding Portfolio Optimiser a useful resource when recommending 
structured products to their clients, and we have almost 2,000 users signed up to our online service with access to 
the application. The service was also ‘Commended’ for the Innovation Award at the ILP Moneyfacts Awards 2020. 
We’re thankful for every adviser who’s using Portfolio Optimiser with their clients and hope that it’s delivering what 
we intended it to: easy-to-generate, powerful analysis that’s useful as part of your recommendation process. If 
you haven’t yet looked at what Portfolio Optimiser can do to help you, why not give it a try? It’s free to use – simply 
create an account at www.ukspassociation.co.uk/portfolio-optimiser.

How Portfolio Optimiser proved its worth  
over a challenging first year.
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